You’re Invited to Imagine
some Roaring 20’s Fun
JOIN US ON APRIL 18
The 27th annual Imagine Gala and
Auction will be a night of Roaring 20’s
fun, food, music and celebration of our
work together to create affordable homes
for all on the Eastside.
• Come sparkle in your best 20’s vintage
themed attire, then walk the red carpet
to the flash of the camera
• Join us for one-of-a-kind exciting silent
and live auction packages ranging in
value from $50 to $25,000!!!
• Enjoy live jazz, specialty themed
cocktails and a chance to win the
Golden Ticket in the Best of Live raffle!

With Gratitude to our Grant Partners
Thank you to each of the foundations and organizations that generously
funded grants in 2019. Because of you, we were able to redesign spaces
that encourage community gatherings, provide after-school programs for
our youth, support health and wellness for our senior residents, supply
basic need items, host community meals, and provide case management
services to our residents.

Welcoming Rob Moe as Chair
of the Board of Directors
Please join us in welcoming Rob Moe as Chair of
the Imagine Housing Board of Directors.
Rob’s involvement as a volunteer, donor, and
friend to Imagine Housing dates back over
20 years. He has served on the board since
2014. He first became involved with the annual
auction. “It was a lot of fun to see how the
event location was transformed into a place of
celebration and to experience the excitement
of the event firsthand,” Rob says, “and then to
continue to build on that excitement during the auction itself!” He started
helping in other ways, such as serving meals, holiday gift wrapping/delivery,
and Day of Caring projects.
Rob brings over two decades of human resource and project related
experience to the Imagine Housing Board. He currently works at Premera
Blue Cross in Human Resources. When he first joined the board in 2014, he
was looking forward to deepening his knowledge of the organization to be a
more articulate advocate. “It is incredibly fulfilling to be part of something
bigger than oneself and very rewarding to be able to meet and interact with
our residents.”
We are excited to welcome Rob as the Board Chair. We also welcome Bill
Brueggemann as Vice Chair, Bill Kearns as Treasurer, and Aimee Voelz
continuing as Secretary.

Count Us In
Each year, volunteers, community
members, and King County
government employees come
together to participate in “Count
Us In,” an annual count of people
experiencing homelessness in King
County. This point-in-time count is
to collect data on the needs of the
community and provides a snapshot
of statistical information that many
organizations use to better serve
those in need.
Participants from Imagine Housing
The Imagine Housing team heading
woke up very early on January 24
out bright and early (1:53am) on the
to meet at the East King County
morning of the (Point in Time) PIT
outreach site for the One Night
Count.
Count. With caffeine in hand, we all
set out at about 2:00am to drive and
From left to right: Case Manager
walk three different routes in east
Supervisor Sally Ongaro, Case
King County to collect data.
Manager Will Kenick, Donor
Engagement Associate Aubrey White,
For Donor Engagement Associate
CEO Villette Nolon, Board member
Aubrey, who participated in the
Jenny Moshea, and Community
count for the first time this year,
Engagement Coordinator Jen Boone.
the experience was eye-opening
and sobering. Aubrey said, “Driving
through the dark and the rain
The 2019 Count Us In report found
that night, my team and I were
that people living unsheltered on
talking and reflecting on the real
the Eastside increased by nearly
people in our community who live
6 percent since 2017. The 2020
unsheltered. To wake up in my warm
results will be released this summer
bed at midnight to go out of do this
and we will publish them in a
important count, it’s unsettling to
summer edition of the Blueprint.
be out in that weather and know
with such immediacy that I have
neighbors who are facing the challenges of cold weather and insecurity
every day.”
What was most heartening about the experience was seeing community
members coming together to make positive change in the community. With
these statistics, the Seattle/King County Continuum of Care can identify the
needs regarding those experiencing homelessness and allocate resources to
combat the housing crisis. A successful and accurate count is an essential
component to informing our system response to the need in our community
and to ultimately making homelessness rare, brief and one-time.

Current Volunteer Opportunities
We are currently recruiting for volunteers to support and join our team at
Imagine Housing!
•
•
•
•

Volunteer Drivers for the Kirkland Community Van
Annual Imagine Gala & Auction Day of Event Success Team
Grant Support
Interpreters (written or spoken)

If you are interested in these opportunities, check out the full
descriptions on our website and sign-up online or email Jen Boone at
jenb@imaginehousing.org.

Celebrating the Groundbreaking of
261 Affordable and Workforce
Housing Apartment
Homes
On December 9, 2019, Imagine
Housing broke ground on Capella at
Esterra Park with project partners and
other community leaders. The largest
affordable housing development in
recent history on the Eastside, Capella
will open in 2022 with 261 eco-friendly
affordable and workforce housing units.
Strategically located in a vibrant
new neighborhood, Capella will have
an onsite YMCA Early Childhood
Development Center as well as access
to high-speed transit, high-quality
schools and excellent employers.
The result of more than a four-year PERSPEC TIVES - SOUTHWEST - REVISED
AT ESTERRA PARK
collaboration between many parties, A joint project between Imagine
Housing and Inland Group
including the City of Redmond, Imagine
Housing, Inland Group, ARCH, and the
YMCA, Capella is a fantastic example
of collaboration among many parties to
make a meaningful contribution toward
our regional housing goals.

CAPELLA

We want to thank community leaders,
project partners and donors for their dedication to affordable housing on
the Eastside. Stay tuned for future issues of The Blueprint for construction
updates of this exciting community. You can read more about the
groundbreaking here.
SOUTHWEST CORNER VIEW REVISION

Housing and
Homelessness
Advocacy Day
Last week, we were able to join over
600 advocates in Olympia to support
2020 Housing and Homelessness
Advocacy Day! Imagine Housing
staff, board, property managers,
partners, and residents met with
elected officials to discuss legislation
around homelessness prevention, investing $10 million dollars into the
Housing Trust Fund for preservation of affordable homes, and eviction
reform. If you’d like to learn more about what the priorities are for this
legislative session, check them out here! If you want to take action, send
an action alert today to your lawmakers!
Raise money for
Imagine Housing
whenever you
shop at Amazon!

Save the Date!

Advocate!

Quicklinks
2020
IMAGINE
GALA

Apr 18: Register for
for the 27th Imagine
Gala & Auction. Tickets
on sale now!
Apr 30: Join us for a
delicious lunch to learn
more about Imagine
Housing

Our Contact Information
Imagine Housing
10604 NE 38th Place, Suite 215
Kirkland, WA 98033
(425) 576-5190
www.imaginehousing.org

Feb 28: Join Imagine
Housing, HDC, and
Union Bank for
“East King County
Affordable Housing
of Today” a half-day
program focused on
strategies, policies, and
partnerships that will
create and preserve
affordable homes

LUNCH AND
LEARN

VOLUNTEER

WHY
HOUSING
MATTERS
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